
 

 

 
 

Michael’s Note 
 

Fair season is once again upon us.  The hustle, bustle, and stress of being 
sure your project is complete will quickly become a thing of the past.  I want 
to be the first to tell all of you Good Luck and Do Your Best.  I’m sure all of 
your hard work and dedication will shine.  I am very excited to be able to walk 
through the block building and barns to see all of the hard work that has gone 
into your projects this year.  Contained in this edition of the Clover 
Connection is a plethora of information to help you prepare for the 2015 
Paulding County Fair. 
 
Another event that is quickly approaching is Graduation.  This year we have 
eighteen Seniors who will be saying good-bye to the life that they know and 
entering into a vast world of unknowns.  This edition of the Clover Connection 
is dedicated to the seniors.  Please take the time to look at our Senior Profile 
section and learn a little about each one of these wonderful young men and 
women.  Also, be sure to extend well wishes and congratulations when you 
see them around.  They have worked very hard to get where they are and I 
see plenty of success in their future.  Great job Seniors and good luck!     
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4-H Updates 
4-H in Paulding County is racing towards the finish line.  
Youth and parents are both working hard to complete this 
year’s chosen projects.  In this issue of the Clover 
Connection you will find information that may help to 
answer some questions you have about what is to come in 
the next two months.  As always, if you have any 
questions about 4-H, your project, or the fair please feel 
free to give Michael a call at 419-399-8225 or e-mail at 
Schweinsberg.5@osu.edu. 
 
Advisor Grades 
 

Advisor grades are due to the 
Extension Office by the 
Advisor Countdown meeting 
scheduled on May 26th at 
6:00 pm.  
  
How Do I Prepare for my Still Project Judging? 
 

Do you know what the judges use to score your project 
presentation?  Of course they look at your project and how 
well you completed it but they also look at other.  Judges 
look at your knowledge and understanding of your project.  
They will ask about the skills you have learned, knowledge 
gained from your project book, activities completed, 
quality of work, how your exhibit looks, your attitude, and 
the way you dress.  Remember that the judging is your 
place to show what you know about your project.  You are 
the expert!  Be proud to show others what you have 
learned. 
 
What Makes a Good Interview? 
 

The 4-H interview process helps all of our youth 
understand what an interview is and how to take part in 
the interview process.  Many companies state that they 
can tell when someone they interview has a 4-H 
background because of how well they do during the 

interview.  Appearance is the first area that needs to be 
looked at when going to an interview.  You should be well 
groomed and wear nice clothing that does not have holes 
or writing.  Your hair should be neat as well.  After the 
appearance it is all about selling yourself and what you 
know.  Be confident when introducing yourself and always 
look the interviewer in the eye.  Don’t forget to shake their 
hand.  Answer all questions to the best of your ability.  
During 4-H interviews they will be specifically focused on 
your project and you are the “Expert” of your project so be 
sure to show that.  When your interview is finished, be 
sure to thank your interviewer and shake their hand again.  
All questions that are asked regarding specific information 
about your project will be found in your project book, 
making it important that you understand your project. 
 
 
What Makes a Good Poster? 
 

A walk through the block building fair week will let you see 
many things.  One noticeable item that can be found 
everywhere is the Project Poster.  These posters are used 
by 4-H members to highlight areas of their project and be 
a visual display of the project to teach others about the 
project.  Figuring out what to put on the poster can be a bit 
of a challenge because not everything from the project 
can fit on the poster.  The most important thing to 
remember when putting a poster together is making sure it 
is neat.  If you hand write on the poster be sure the words 
are straight and in your best handwriting.  Do not feel that 
you need to describe your whole project on the poster.  
Pick one or more parts of your project that you want to 
stand out and use that for your poster.  The poster should 
look full, but not overcrowded.  Be sure to add enough 
information to show everyone that you have learned from 
taking your project.  Design your poster in a way that 
teaches others about your project.  As a reminder, posters 
must be at least 14”x22”. 
 
 

Advisor Grades 
due May 26. 
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What needs to be done for my Project? 
 

Is your head spinning because you do not know what you 
have to complete in order for your project to be ready for 
the Fair?  Take a few minutes and review the 2015 
Paulding County Family Handbook that was handed out 
by your advisors.  This handbook lists every project that is 
taken by the 4-H youth in our county.  It discusses what 
needs to be done at a minimum to have your project 
completed.  It also outlines what needs to be completed 
for The Ohio State Fair if you are chosen to represent 
Paulding County.  While this book lists required 
minimums, youth may choose to expand on their projects 
and complete more than is required.  If you have 
questions about what is required after reviewing the 
handbook, please give Michael a call at 419-399-8225 or 
e-mail at Schweinsberg.5@osu.edu and he will be happy 
to answer any questions you may have.  Also included in 
this issue are similar rubrics used by the judges for 
evaluating the projects.  Most projects fall under the 
miscellaneous judging but clothing and food have specific 
rubrics.   
 

 
 
Crop and Garden Tour 
 

The Crop and Garden Tour this year has been scheduled 
the week of June 1st through June 5th.  Those taking a 
project that gets judged during the Crop and Garden Tour 
will be contacted individually with a date and time for your 
judging.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Schweinsberg.5@osu.edu
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Reminder: At a minimum youth must 
attend three (3) meetings, present a 

demonstration, pay membership dues 
and complete a community service 

project. 
 

Booths 
 

Announced earlier in the year was the fair theme “County 
Pride, Country Wide”.  This year, the Jr. Fairboard decided 
to allow the youth clubs in the county to design their booth 
around their own theme and not the theme of the fair.  The 
booths must be set up by 8:00 am on June 8th.  Youth 
taking animals are not required to have a poster in the 
booth but it is recommended that all animal projects are 
represented in the booth.  All youth taking a still project 
are required to have a display in the booth.  Wooden 
display stands are available upon request to hang clothing 
projects from.  No books are permitted to be displayed in 
the booths.  Cloverbuds are encouraged to have a display 
in the booth.  The Club officers must be recognized in the 
booth in order for the officer to receive their premium.  The 
judges will be determining the winner of the booth contest 
this year by looking at the appearance/attractiveness of 
the booth, use of club determined theme, use of 
organizational emblem, as well as how well the booth 
holds interest.  Awards will be given for the Best Use of 
Theme, Most Creative, and Most Educational. 
 

 
Parade 
The Jr. Fairboard has determined to have the floats for 
this year’s fair follow the fair theme “County Pride, Country 
Wide”.  The float must be at the parade line-up by 6:00 pm 
on June 8th.  Written descriptions of the float must also be 
ready by 6:00 pm.  Your club’s name must be represented 
on the float.  Remember that floats are not allowed to be 
sponsored by a commercial organization.  First, Second, 
and Third places will be determined by two judges.  First 
place will receive a $40 premium while second and third 
place will each receive a $25 premium. 
 
Project Judging Dates and Times 
 

Included in the envelope with this issue of the Clover 
Connection is the Still Project Judging Schedule.  Each 
youth has been given 10 minutes of 1-on-1 time with the 
judge to explain their project and discuss what they have 
learned.  Please look for your chosen project title when 
determining what time you need to be here for judging.  
Youth must be here during the judging time scheduled for 
their project in order to be eligible for awards and must 
arrive at least 15 minutes before the end of the scheduled 
judging time.  We will do our best to number the youth in 
the order that they arrive and judging will follow that order.  
If the schedule does not work for you, please contact 
Michael at 419-399-8225 before Monday, May 28th to 
schedule different arrangements.  Please remember that 
all projects judged at different times other than their 
scheduled time will not be eligible for awards. 
 

 
 

Modeling Contest 
 

The 2015 Modeling Contest has been scheduled on June 
9th at 4:00 pm in the Youth Leadership Building.  The entry 
forms have been sent to your 4-H advisor.  There is a limit 
to four youth per club who are not taking a Sewing project.  
All Sewing participants are automatically eligible for the 
modeling contest.  The Modeling Contest is limited to 
youth who are exhibiting a project during the fair.  
Participants may wear the clothing of their choice but 
swimsuits are not allowed to be worn.  Animals are able 
to be used as part of your presentation as long as they 
can be walked on stage or carried.  Judging will be based 
on appearance, personality on stage, modeling, posture 
and poise, projection of voice, as well as your answer to 
an interview question.  If you have participated and won in 
a modeling class in the past you must advance to the next 
class regardless of your age.  If you have won the Overall 
Model in past years you are ineligible to compete.  
Classes for the modeling contest are:  Cloverbud Class: 5-
8 years old; Beginner Class: 9-11 years old; Intermediate 
Class: 12-14 years old; and Advanced Class: 15-19 years 
old.  All ages are based off of your age as of January 1, 
2015.  Entry forms must be submitted by May 21st to be 
included in the Modeling Contest.  For more information 
feel free to contact Michael at 419-399-8225. 
 

 

Rabbit Tattooing Time Change 
Rabbit Tattooing has been changed to 6:30 

p.m. on Wednesday, May 27, 2015. 
Cloverbuds from Brown Betty and Buster Browns 

recently visited the Animal Clinic of Paulding to tour 
the Clinic and meet the staff. 
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Livestock Information Update 
 
Skill-A-Thon 
 

Skill-A-Thon is scheduled to be held on May 27th from 4-7 pm at the 
Extension Hall.  Youth this year will be tested on Breeds, Medication 
Labels, and Animal Parts as well as complete an interview over their 
project book and general knowledge about the project.  Skill-A-Thon 
study kits are available to be checked out through the Extension Office for 
up to one week.  You can also find the Skill-A-Thon study guide online at 
Paulding.osu.edu under 4-H then 4-H Resources.  Youth are expected to 
dress as they would for an interview.  No logos are allowed to be on 
clothing.  Jeans or skirts must not be stressed, torn, or look worn.  No 
shorts are to be worn.  Close-toed shoes must be worn.  No tank-tops, 
halter tops, cut-off T-shirts, or shirts that bare midriff are also not to be 
worn.  Also, hats are not permitted to be worn during Skill-A-Thon.  Any 
visible piercings must be contained to your ears.  If you have any 
additional questions about Skill-A-Thon please refer to the Paulding 
County Fair book or contact the Extension Office.  
 

 

 

Jr. Fair Dates 
 

King/Queen Applications 
May 1 

 
Horse ID Forms Due 

May 1 
 

King/Queen Interviews 
May 13 

 
Outstanding Livestocker 

Interviews 
May 13 

 
Rabbit Posession Date 

May 20 
 

Market Rabbit Tattooing 
May 20 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

 
Skill-A-Thon 

May 27 4:00 – 8:00 pm 
 

Jr. Fair Livestock Entries Due 
May 27 

 
Quality Assurance Must Be 

Completed 
June 1 

 
Booth Set-Up 

June 1 – June 7 
 

Prince/Princess and Jr. 
King/Queen Applications Due 

June 2 
 

Livestock Move-In 
June 7 

 
Paulding County Fair 

June 8 – 13 
 

State Fair Rabbit, Poultry, 
Livestock, and Horse 

Productions Entry Postmark 
June 20 

 
 

Correction  
All horse exhibitors 
riding a horse must 
wear a helmet with 
ASTM/SEI certification, 
not ANSI/SEI.  See Fair 
Book for official rules. 
 

ARE YOU BRINING A HORSE TO FAIR THIS YEAR? 
All youth showing a horse at the Paulding County Fair are 
required to complete the horse safety program.  This 
program consists of watching a video and signing a form 
stating that the video has been reviewed.  All first year 
members taking horses will need to call 419-399-8225 to 
obtain the video to watch.   
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  4-H Dates 
 

Scholarship Applications Due 
May 1 

 
Book Payments Due 

May 1 
 

Club Community Service 
May 9 at 9:00 am at Fairgrounds 

 
Farm Bureau Camp Scholarships 

Due 
May 12 

 
Family Camp at Camp Palmer 

May 16 – 17 
 

Modeling Contest Forms Due 
May 21 

 
Style Review Forms Due 

May 21 
 

Advisor Countdown Meeting 
May 28 

 
Community Service Articles Due 

May 28 
 

4-H Camp Scholarships Due 
June 1 

 
Booth Set-Up 

June 1 – 7 
 

Science Camp at Camp Palmer 
June 3 – 5 

 
Paulding County Fair 

June 8 – 13 
 

Ohio State Fair Scholarships Due 
June 15 

 
4-H Camp Registrations Due 

June 22 
 
 
 

Cloverbud Show-n-Tell 
Cloverbud Show-n-Tell is scheduled on June 11th at 9:00 am in 
the Youth Leadership Building.  Cloverbuds will be judged by our 
Paulding County Jr. Leaders.  This is an experience for all 
Cloverbuds to get used to talking to someone they may have 
never met before.  All Cloverbuds who participate will be given a 
participation ribbon.  Participation is required for Cloverbuds to 
receive their fair premium.  Judges will ask the Cloverbuds to 
talk about what they have done in 4-H, what they like to do at 
home, or any other question to excite the Cloverbuds.  Members 
are encouraged to bring their project book or something else that 
they have made to share with their judge.  
 
Health and Safety Speaking 
The Paulding County 4-H Advisory Committee has decided to 
bring back the Health and Safety Speaking Contest in Paulding 
County.  This contest is for any 4-H youth to compete in.  
Contestants are to select a topic of human health or safety that 
affects family living, whether it is in the home, on the farm, on 
the highway, or in public places.  A local example and 
supporting statistics (with sources cited) are required. Speeches 
should be written/prepared by the 4-H member giving the 
speech.  The contest will be divided into two divisions: Senior 
(Ages 14-18 as of January 1, 2015) and Junior (Ages 9-13 as of 
January 1, 2015).  The Senior division will need to have a 
presentation that is 4 to 5 ½ minutes in length.  The Junior 
division will need to have a presentation that is 2 ½ to 3 ½ 
minutes in length.  The first place winner in each division will 
receive $50 and the second place finisher in each division will 
receive $25.  For the list of rules and the entry form please visit 
our website, Paulding.osu.edu, click on 4-H, then on Forms and 
Applications.  The winners for each division will be eligible to 
compete in the geographic preliminary area contest and may 
become eligible for the state competition.  This contest will be 
held on Thursday, June 11th in the Youth Leadership Building.  
Entry forms are due to the Extension Office by 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday, June 1st..  If you have any questions please contact 
Michael at 419-399-8225. 
 
PAS Show 
The 2015 Paulding County Horse PAS (Performing Against 
Standard) Show will be held on June 12th.  PAS show 
participation is required for youth wanting to take their horse to 
The Ohio State Fair.  Youth must be judged by two separate 
PAS show judges and have a minimum score to be eligible for 
the 2015 Ohio State Fair Horse Show.  The Paulding County 
PAS Show will be judged by one judge so youth will still need to 
show in a second PAS show with one judge.  PAS Show entries 
will be taken the night of Skill-A-Thon.  For questions regarding 
the PAS show or for more information contact Michael at 419-
399-8225. Dates for other PAS shows can be found on our 
website, paulding.osu.edu. 
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Jr. Fair Updates 
The Countdown is on for the Start of Fair! 
The Paulding County Jr. and Sr. Fairboards have 
been working very hard to prepare the grounds and 
buildings for the 2015 Paulding County Fair.  The new 
barns are in their final building stages and will be 
ready for the Jr. Fairboard to set up soon.  The 
Fairboards are also hoping that the weather will permit 
them to work on other outside projects that include 
panting and cleaning before the Fair starts.  When you 
see a Fairboard member at the Fair this year please 
be sure to thank them for their dedication and time.  
They put in a lot of hours to be sure the fairgrounds 
are ready to host the Fair every year. 
 
2015 Jr. Fairboard members include: Gabrielle Zuber, 
Katelyn Fuller, Molly Meeker, Alexis Howell, Austin 
Conlin, Bailey Meyer, Emily McMichael, Chantal 
Monnier, Kaleb Becker, Aaron Horstman, Paige 
Fitzwater, Olivia Tempel, Blake Miller, Katie 
Carnahan, Austin Howell, Estee Miller, Hannah Farr, 
Abbie McMichael, Luke Jackson, Devon Smith, 
Mickey McMichael, Brooke Weidenahmer, Jacob 
Shrider, and Ellie Miller.  Jr. Fairboard advisors are 
Tony Miller (Key Advisor) and Michael Schweinsberg. 
 
Department Superintendents 
 

The 2015 Paulding County Fair Superintendents are 
as follows: 

• Beef: Kenny Thomas (Sr. Fairboard) and Gabrielle 
Zuber (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Goats: Joel Parrett (Sr. Fairboard) and Katie 
Carnahan (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Sheep: Pam White (Sr. Fairboard) and Bailey 
Meyer (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Swine: Evan Schlatter (Sr. Fairboard) and Austin 
Conlin (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Poultry: Caleb Schlatter (Sr. Fairboard) and Olivia 
Tempel (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Rabbits: Dan Howell (Sr. Fairboard) and Alexis 
Howell (Jr. Fairboard) 

• Horses: Pam White – Pleasure and Performance 
(Sr. Fairboard), Francis Saxton - Contesting (Sr. 
Fairboard), and Ellie Miller (Jr. Fairboard 

• Small Animal and Vet Sciences: Ellie Miller 
• Conservation Science and Engineering: Hannah 

Farr 
• Food and Nutrition: Molly Meeker 
• Family Consumer Sciences: Luke Jackson 
• Cloverbud Show and Tell: Estee Miller 
• Parade: Katie Carnahan 
• Modeling Contest: Alexis Howell 
• Poster Contest: Katie Carnahan 
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Volunteer Spotlight / Opportunity  
Are you or is someone you know interested in being a 
volunteer with 4-H?  If you answered yes to the 
question then please give me a call at 419-399-8225 so 
we can talk more.  The rewards for becoming a 
volunteer are endless.  All it takes is a willingness to be 
a part of a strong organization and a desire to help 
youth “Make the Best Better”. 
 

  
 
 
 

Showmanship 
 There are four divisions of Showmanship 
at the Paulding County Jr. Fair.  These 
classes include: Pee Wee Division, 
Beginner Division, Junior Division, Senior 
Division, Champion of Champion Division, 
and Showman of Showmen Division.  The 
Pee Wee Division age requirements are 
any youth under the age of a Jr. Fair 
Exhibitor.  Beginner Showmanship is for 
any age youth that are taking the specific 
breed of animal for the first time.  Junior 
Showmanship is for youth ages 13 (as of 
January 1, 2015) and younger.  Junior 
Division Showmanship winners will show 
in the Senior Showmanship, regardless of 
age.  Senior Showmanship is for youth 
ages 14 (as of January 1, 2015) and older 
or for youth who have previously won 
Junior Showmanship.  Champion of 
Champion Showmanship is for anyone 
who has previously won Senior 
Showmanship as well as those who have 
previously won Champion of Champion 
Showmanship in past years.  Showman of 
Showmen is for youth who won the 
Champion of Champion Showmanship for 
the current year.  In the Showman of 
Showmen, youth are asked to show a 
horse, swine, poultry, goat, dairy, sheep, 
dairy/beef feeder, and a rabbit.  Please 
see the 2015 Paulding County Fair book 
for in depth information regarding the 
Showmanship classes and requirements. 

 
Sale Order 
This year’s sale order is as follows: 
Rabbits, Goats, Poultry, Steers, Feeder 
Calves, Swine, and Sheep.  Please note 
that youth are only permitted to go through 
the sale ring twice, regardless of species 
of animal.  The Grand and Reserve 
Champions of each species will be sold 
first in their department.  All youth selling 
their animal(s) during the Livestock Sale 
are required to wear appropriate clothing 
(No T-Shirts, Shorts, or Sandals). 
 

  

Skill-A-Thon Volunteers Needed 
 

Are you or is someone you know interested in helping 
the night of Skill-A-Thon, Wednesday, May 27th?  We 
are looking for adults who are willing to give a few 
hours of their time to let youth taking animal projects 
show what they have learned through their project.  If 
you are interested in helping please call Michael at 
419-399-8225. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fair Books 
The 2015 Paulding County Fair books are able to be 
picked up from the Paulding County Extension 
Office Monday thru Thursday from 8:00 am to 4:30 
pm.  The Fair book contains the Fair schedule, camp 
site request, rules for all departments, and just about 
anything else that you would need to know about the 
Paulding County Fair.  Jr. Fair youth and families 
would benefit from having this publication and it is 
encouraged to pick one up in advance of the fair.  
Fair books will also be available in the Senior 
Fairboard office when they open for the season as 
well as during the fair.  
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The 2015 Paulding County 4-H Camp planning is coming along wonderfully well thanks to the 
dedication of all of our AMAZING 4-H Camp Counselors.  Hats off to Krisi Williams as well for 
heading up 4-H Camp this year.  They have been working extremely hard and have been having a lot 
of fun with this year’s camp theme, Stepping into the World of Seuss at 4-H Camp Palmer.  In a 
recent meeting, the Counselors reviewed the schedule for the week of Camp and the excitement 
grew even more now that they have realized that Camp is less than three months away. 
 
Numerous activities take place during 4-H Camp to make it an enjoyable experience for all.  Campers 
look forward to dancing, swimming, archery, zipline, canoeing on Harrison Lake, Gaga Ball, Atlatl, 
Campfire, and many others.  Campers this year should be extra excited because the new pool will be 
completed before the start of Camp season. 
 
Paulding County 4-H invites all youth to attend 4-H Camp Palmer.  Youth do not have to be enrolled 
in 4-H to attend Camp.  The cost for camp this year is $165 per camper for 4-H members and $185 
for non-4-H members.  Scholarships are available to help offset the cost of Camp.  Camp 
registrations are available online or in the office.  Camp Scholarship applications are also available 
online or in the office.  Be sure to invite all of your friends and family to 4-H Camp Palmer.   

Camp Counselors Reminder: Training June 1st– 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – Youth Leadership Building 
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This My Plate diagram replaced the food guide 
pyramid in 2011 and helps you determine how 

much and what types of food to eat. 

In our Most Popular Still Project survey 
this year, “Let’s Start Cooking” became 
the winner.  This project is designed for 
young 4-H members who have little or no 
experience in the kitchen.  It takes you on 
an exciting journey, teaching you how to 
decode recipes, master measuring, and 
produce tasty food using heat.  “Let’s 
Start Cooking” also explains the My Plate 
diagram and helps you achieve a 
balanced diet for a healthy body.  
Throughout this project, activities are 
designed to build life skills such as critical 
thinking, making healthy lifestyle choices, 
processing information, using scientific 
methods, and making decisions.  On top 
of all of that, EVERYONE needs to eat.  
Safely knowing your way around the 
kitchen is of great value, because cooking 
is a skill that can be used three times a 
day, every day! 

http://www.paulding.osu.edu/
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity
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