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The 2016 Paulding County Fair ended with wonderful success on June 18th.  More 
than 450 youth from Paulding County displayed wonderful 4-H and FFA projects 
which showed what was learned over the course of the year.  4-H Camp was the 
next major event on the 4-H schedule and 133 youth, 6 adults, and 32 Cloverbuds 
invaded 4-H Camp Palmer for a week of “Dino-Mite” fun.  The last large event of the 
2016 4-H year was the Ohio State Fair where thirty-seven (37) youth represented 
Paulding County.  Thirteen (13) of these youth made the travel back to Paulding 

County with 14 awards total. 

The past year has greatly excited me.  4-H in Paulding County continued to grow, 
new programs were started in schools around the county, and more youth qualified 
for the Ohio State Fair, 2017 looks to be even bigger than 2016 was.  I challenge 
each of you to find at least one friend to invite to a 4-H meeting. Talking about  
4-H and inviting friends is the best way to grow the 4-H program.  Show your friends 
what 4-H is about and the lasting memories that are made in 4-H.  Together, we can 
continue to make 4-H in Paulding County the biggest and best program offered.  As 

always, if you have any questions, I am just an e-mail or phone call away. 

Best Wishes, 

Michael’s Note 
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4-H Updates  

4-H in Paulding 

County is gearing 

up for another 

exciting 4-H year.  

Officially, youth are able to be enrolled in 

4-H for the 2017 year beginning October 

1, 2016.  Youth ages 5 and in Kindergar-

ten through youth who are 7 and in the 

2nd grade are eligible for our Cloverbud 

program.  Youth ages 8 and in 3rd grade 

through the age of 18 will be registered 

as 4-H members.  These ages are based 

off of the age of the youth as of January 

1, 2017.  We are always looking through-

out Paulding County for youth who are 

interested about what 4-H has to offer 

and ask all of you to share your experi-

ences with everyone you know.  The ben-

efits of being a 4-H member are tremen-

dous and we would like for every youth to 

have the opportunities to gain from these 

benefits.  As always, if you or your friends 

have questions about 4-H or what it takes 

to become a member, please feel free to 

give Michael a call at 419-399-8225 or e-

mail at Schweinsberg.5@osu.edu.  Infor-

mation regarding enrollment forms can 

be found below. 

4-H Membership Enrollment 

4-H enrollment forms for the 2017 4-H 

year will be available from your advisors 

after our 4-H Advisor Kick-Off meeting 

which will take place on Sept. 8th.  4-H 

enrollment forms can also be found in the 

Extension Office as well as on our web-

site, Paulding.osu.edu.  Please keep in 

mind when completing the 4-H enrollment 

form that you accurately fill out all areas 

of the form.  It is important to have cor-

rect addresses and e-mails in order to 

ensure that all mailings are received.  

Enrollment for new and returning 4-H 

members is due by February 3, 2017.  

Project Update for 2017 

The 2017 Project Changes have already 

been released.  Projects that will be re-

vised for 2017 include 201 Dog Project 

and Record Book and 409 Sew Fun.  

Two books are being discontinued for 

2017.  These books are 511GPM 4-H 

CARTEENS and 511 CARTEENS Mem-

ber Project Guide. 

When am I able to order my 
books for next year? 

4-H books can be ordered at any time.  If 

you already know what project you want 

to take in 2017, you are able to order the 

book through the Extension Office and 

get started on the project as soon as you 

4-H Enrollment 
for 2016 is    

starting now! 

mailto:Schweinsberg.5@osu.edu
file:///C:/Users/Schweinsberg.5/Box%20Sync/Paulding%20County%204-H%20Program%20Shared%20Folder/paulding.osu.edu
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want.  If you order your books through the 

Extension Office (instead of through your 

club) you will be responsible to pay the 

Extension Office for your books when or-

dering.  Currently, books are ordered once 

a week and have been taking less than a 

week to get to the office.  As more coun-

ties begin ordering books, the delivery 

time could increase. 

With our county fair being the first in the 

state and shortly after school lets out for 

summer break, it is important to think 

ahead.  If books are ordered before winter 

you will have Holiday breaks as well as all 

of our snow days to work on your projects.  

If you are unsure of what projects you 

would like to take or are offered through   

4-H please check out Project Central at 

http://ohio4h.org/projectcentral .  Here 

youth are able to look at every project and 

read descriptions.  You can even preview 

all of the projects offered and look through 

the first sections of the book to see how 

interested you are.  I encourage everyone 

to visit this website out and rate the pro-

jects you completed last year so other 

youth across the state can get an idea of 

what it was like to complete the project.  If 

you have specific questions about a 4-H 

project or book feel free to contact Michael 

to discuss. 

Officer Training 

Officer Training for 2016 will take place on 

Monday, November 21, 2016 in the Exten-

sion Hall starting at 6:00 PM.  This event 

will teach the officers of the Paulding 

County 4-H Clubs how to complete their 

duties as an officer of their club and fill out 

the needed paperwork that goes along 

with their position.  All elected Presidents, 

Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, 

News Reporters, Health Officers, Safety 

Officers, and Recreation Leaders should 

be in attendance.  Please have your club 

officer elections completed before this 

training.  Also, it would be a great idea to 

check your club’s Constitution to be sure 

that it states election of officers will take 

place no later than the middle of Novem-

ber. 

National 4-H Week 

National 4-H week is scheduled the week 

of October 2nd, 2016.  Please show your 

enthusiasm about 4-H by wearing your     

4-H clothing wherever you go.  Also, find 

time to talk to your friends about what 4-H 

is and what you like about it.  Keep an eye 

on our Facebook page for 4-H news as we 

get closer to National 4-H Week. 

Amazon Smile 

The Paulding 4-H Advisory Com-
mittee has opened an Amazon 
SMILE account.  What this means 
is that if you normally shop at Ama-
zon.com you need to use 
smile.amazon.com.  You will then 
do a search for Paulding 4-H and 
choose the Paulding 4-H Advisory 
Council.  By doing this, you will be 
giving back to Paulding County      
4-H.  We will get .5% of eligible 
purchase prices donated back to 
us.  There is no cost for you to use 
this and 4-H benefits from your 

purchase.   

http://ohio4h.org/projectcentral
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Robotics Teams 

We are looking for 4-H youth and adults 
in Paulding County who are interested in 
robotics or want to learn about robotics to 
step forward to join our Robotics teams.  
These teams would participate in the 
First Robotics League and compete with 
other teams across the State of Ohio as 
well as have a chance at competing at 
the national level.  We are currently look-
ing at having three teams: a First® Tech 
Challenge team which would comprise of 
youth in the 9th through 12th grade, a 
First®  Lego® Team comprised of youth 
in grades 4 through 8, and a First® 
Lego® League Jr. team which would 
comprise of youth in grades K-4.  These 
teams will meet independently of any 4-H 
group and will be working on their robots 
for their respective competitions.  Pass 
the word along to all your friends and any 
adults who might be interesting in helping 
with this exciting opportunity.  If you are 
interested in learning more about any of 
the robotics teams please contact Mi-

chael at 419-399-8225.  

Advisor Kick-Off 

The Advisor Kick-Off meeting for the up-
coming 4-H year is scheduled on Thurs-
day, September 8, 2016 beginning at 
6:00 pm.  This meeting will be held at the 
same time as the Advisor Wrap-Up meet-
ing for the 2016 4-H year.  All 4-H advi-
sors are asked to come to this important 
meeting to discuss the 2016 4-H year as 

what is to come for the 2017 4-H year.  

4-H in the Classroom 

Many of you will be seeing or hearing 
about Michael being in the schools.  4-H 
is more than just monthly club meetings.  

Curricula exists that develops programs 
to be used during the school day 
throughout all of Paulding County.  We 
have a science series titled “Science 
Alive” that is designed for in school use 
as well as Real Money, Real World, Sci-
ence on a Stick, and ChickQuest.  Also, 
with our over 200 offered projects, it is 
very easy to find 4-H material that fits 
into what is being done in the classrooms 
on a daily basis.  Studies show that youth 
who participate in 4-H are almost two 
times more likely to succeed in school, 
nearly four times more likely to make 
contributions to their communities, and 
about two times more likely to be civically 
active.  With this in mind, it is very im-
portant that we find a way to get 4-H to 
as many of our youth in the county as we 
can.  Michael is already scheduled to 
teach one day a week at Paulding Middle 
School about careers and looking at your 
financial future.  4-H Robotics in the 
Classroom will also be seen across the 
county.  Other teachers have asked 
about the possibility of teaching on spe-
cific topics using activities from our 4-H 
books.  Being in the schools is one way 4
-H and OSU Extension is building 
Stronger Lives and Stronger Communi-

ties.  

Citizenship Washington  

Focus 
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) is 
a 4-H leadership program for high school 
youth, ages 14-19, from across the coun-
try.  CWF gives 4-H youth the opportunity 
to explore, develop, and refine the civic 
engagement skills they need to be out-
standing leaders in their home communi-
ties and at the national level.  Through 
sightseeing tours in the living classroom 
of Washington, D.C. and hands-on edu-
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cational workshops, youth will learn about 
the history of our nation, the leaders who 
have shaped it, and how they can apply 
the leadership and citizenship skills they 
have learned at CWF when they return 
home.  This event is held throughout the 
summer and they are currently taking ap-
plications for next year.  If interested, 
please contact Michael to discuss the de-

tails of this once in a lifetime opportunity.  

Junior Master Gardener  

Program 
Do you love flowers or gardens?  If so this 

program is for you.  The Jr. Master Gar-

dener program is a plant science program 

that could be added in to your 4-H pro-

jects.  This is a group project.  The Pauld-

ing Master Gardener Volunteers are look-

ing for youth to join this program.  One of 

the highlights is the great service projects 

these individuals give to our community.   

The Junior Master Gardener program is 
an international youth gardening program 
of the university cooperative Extension 
network.  JMG engages children in novel, 
“hands-on” group and individual learning 
experiences that provide a love of garden-
ing, develop an appreciation for the envi-

ronment, and cultivate the mind.  

Junior Leaders 

Have you heard of the Junior Leader’s 4-H 
Club?  Junior Leaders meet once a month 
on Sunday evenings at the Youth Leader-
ship Building.  This group consists of teen 
leaders from all over Paulding County who 
have in interest in giving back to their 
community and learning skills that they will 
use throughout their lifetime.  All members 
are asked to complete community service 
hours, usually done together in a group, 

and attend monthly meetings to complete 
the requirements for this project.  Junior 
Leaders take great pride in the  accom-
plishments they make and are asking for 
any interested teens to join them.  Their 
next meeting is Sunday, October 2nd at 
7:00 pm.  If you have questions about 
Junior Leaders please contact Michael.  
Junior Leader advisors are Krisi Williams 
and Linda Reineck.  If you are a teen or a 
parent of a teen you should check out this 

wonderful opportunity! 

4-H Dates 

9/5 – Office Closed for Labor Day 

9/8 – Advisor Wrap-Up/Kick-Off Meet-

ing 6:00pm YLB 

9/13 – Jr. Fairboard Meeting – Selec-

tion of Advisors 

9/20 – 9/22 – Farm Science Review 

10/2 – Celebrate Camp Palmer at 4-H 

Camp Palmer 

10/2-10/8 – National 4-H Week 

10/13 – Jr. Fairboard Meeting  

10/22 – Make a Difference Day 

11/5 – Daylight Savings Time Ends 

11/7 – Election Day 

11/8 – Jr. Fairboard Meeting 

11/11 – Office Closed for Veteran’s 

Day 

11/21 – Officer Training 6:00pm Exten-

sion Hall 

11/24-11/25 – Office Closed for 

Thanksgiving Break 
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The 2016 Ohio State Fair took place July 27th through August 7th.  The 12 days were 
filled with livestock shows, still project judging, food vendors galore, rides, live demon-

strations, parades, concerts, shows, and a lot more.  

Paulding County was represented by 37 youth showing both livestock and still pro-
jects.  13 of these youth returned home with 14 awards.  We are very proud of these 
individuals and their accomplishments.  Their hard work, dedication, and determination 

has proven that you are able to achieve your goals if you keep focused. 

The 2016 Ohio State Fair award winners from Paulding County include:  Lexie Beck-
man (1st Place Doe Kid 0-3 months), Kalyn Strahley (9th Place Hunter Equitation 14 
yrs. old), Raelyn Schweinsberg (Outstanding of the Day in Get Started in Art, Junior), 
Courtney Luderman (Outstanding of the Day in Scrapbooking, Senior), Maggie Cox 
(Outstanding of the Day in Cake Decorating, Beginner, Junior), Eli Molitor (Clock Tro-
phy in Intermediate Tractor Division, Ages 12-13), Crystal Klopfenstein (Outstanding of 
the Day in Let’s Start Cooking, Junior), Ross Lee ( Outstanding of the Day in First Aid 
in Action), Abram Klopfenstein (Clock Trophy in Health and Safety Speaking Contest, 
Senior), Jacob Klopfenstein (Outstanding of the Day in Health and Safety Speaking 
Contest, Clock Trophy in Solid Fuel Rocketry Master), Riley Stoller (Outstanding of the 
Day in Basic Archery), Mallory Mansfield (Outstanding of the Day in From Airedales to 
Zebras, Vet Science 1), and Estee Miller (Outstanding of the Day in Self-Determined 

Project, Senior). 
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The 2016 Paulding County 4-H Camp was held at 4-H Camp Palmer July 9th through 
the 13th.  The week was filled with “Dino-Mite” fun and excitement for all campers and 
counselors.  Campers spent their days swimming, dancing, canoeing, ziplining, com-
pleting team building exercises, playing Gaga ball, watching skits around a campfire, 

spending time with friends as well as meeting new friends, and so much more. 

The week was dry (except for the last night) and quite warm.  The sunny weather al-
lowed our youth to enjoy all activities at 4-H Camp and helped to keep the mosquitoes 
away.  CDs of the 2016 Camp Slide Show and pictures for the week are still available 

for a cost of $5. 

We would like to send out a special thank-you to Krisi Williams, Audrey Stechschulte, 
Clete Stechschulte, Maggie Wilhelm, Karen Schlatter, and Pam White.  Without these 
amazing adult volunteers, 4-H Camp in Paulding County would not be as successful 

and exciting as it currently is. 

Camp Counselor Applications are available online at paulding.osu.edu.  Counselors 
need to be at least a sophomore in high school. There are two applications available: 
Returning or New Counselors.  Dates for Counselor events for the year will be: Lock-In 
– January 15 (3:00 PM) & January 16 – (Ends at 3:30 PM); Meetings February 13 
(6:00 – 8:00 PM); March 13 (6:00 – 8:00 PM), April 10 (6:00 – 8:00 PM); June 5 (6:00 

– 8:00 PM).  

Keep an eye out after the first of the year when 4-H Camp registration forms will be 
available.  4-H Camp will be held July 9th thru 13th, 2017This is an opportunity that 

you don’t want to miss. 

Camp Counselors Reminder: New and Returning Counse-
lor applications are due on Thursday, December 8, 2016. 

file:///C:/Users/Schweinsberg.5/Box%20Sync/Paulding%20County%204-H%20Program%20Shared%20Folder/paulding.osu.edu
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Project Spotlight 
This edition of the Clover Connection 
spotlights the Electricity projects.  In 
Magic of Electricity, Level 1, 
youth  explore why certain things in-
sulate from electricity better than 
others and the effect that magnetism 
has on various substances. Youth 
learn how to build a flashlight, a com-
pass, an electromagnet, and an elec-
tric motor.  

In Investigating Electricity, Level 2,  
Youth build circuits and test voltages, 
and build a rocket launcher and a bur-
glar alarm as they practice decision 
making and communication. This unit 
is designed for youth who understand 
magnetism, electron flow, and circuit 
design.  

These Electricity projects along with 
three others, are all State Fair eligible. 

http://www.paulding.osu.edu
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

